L2 A D Lorts & Lhinelly
Exodus 15:22-27 A Geleia >+

The ups and dwns of the Gospel D Pdlirest -

(Reading is just after the people (passed through the Red bea) and they wre
havint a prasie the Lord service. But oM ;ﬂaué’wé( s~ A‘H—m/~¢;/ 3 el a.,a,_,.?’

W ffrnkn - Qfone o Vnlly-

there was a popular geng entitle Rby the Rain must fal.]: and it literally
1000 yrarseden, AL v e prasse 3'*: ) A Hpvw "
depits 20th century life. @hether it be the high school student who has just
lost that all important school election?! or the widow dressed in black who stands

and sarvurys the loneliness and desolation Ea once happy and cheeful ho‘;,@

a sorrowing famly who weeps silently over a tiney white casket {hat contains the
P

Iifeless object of all of there hompes dreams and affections @the broken human

heart ready to end life becuse of some emorlllzed borker/ dream,who eger you are

I must remind you that in every life ITEEL i Mmt I call

yvou to remember %hat od never poomised (exemptioa from trouble, he rather 07}‘4/

promised (vz.ctory)z.n 1k . v Se

A@ this % let us examine L= == =2es =semec—Cthe ups and downs

,'_,.___ * o by = e _ _ =
First of all lets look at some ways we can handle mand there is

probably no Greater Biblical charater than Moses. He lived and died in discorment

&‘Fnever oncepturned Q back on God. é’ou know most of us takk abt Israel
speziding 80 yrs in the desert wandering from place to place,GeQMDses spent 80);5‘.

wandering, ﬁ yrs with a bunch of stupid sheep and yrs with a buch of backslidde

Land of promise)f]
Now, during his 40yrs of wanderlng one of Moses Creates experience was at this

ol msfl\ 223135 MU
place called@rg. ey were in the w:.dlernessc.uthout any water) and 1n Maria the

water was not suitable for interanl useage becaue it was bitter, moses found
5—-—"'—_—_—-—

. , sort
out that+ee of the greatest Successs in life are otéen accompied by :Eallures/ a

. (Listen our text
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deals in failure"bx_ but if you will read the beginning of chp. 15 vou will notice
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od Mmstwwg the peole through(?Le Red s%; and then he closed the walls of water on
the Egyptians army. The scene iam this chp. is a great victory celebration because

God had prevailed against Pharoah’s army. had just experienced ope of the

g4eatest success stories of thir l;v;&’and immediagtely aflter that great experience

—

\
tgﬁ\Blg?e saya\é;ses lead the people to Marla‘where the water was too bitter to

N

drink gnd the bpeople began to m;;mmer)

e
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(E;ink abt elizh standing tall and erect on Mb. Carmel, he brought down fire from
heaven to vindicate God and demonstrated God was God that day, But rite abter that
dramatic scene*ﬁﬁu find Elizh runing runing to hide out and dfawing in his own self
piety wishing he® were dead.

9”<E%me things was true when the Isrealites went into the battle with Joshua.
They congured the heaviest fortified citg in Canasna and after all if you can
congue jericoh so easily that figured they could handle anything else that might
get in theri way. Well the next spot on the map was a small town called ai, and
man 1f we can take jerico no use getting all excited abt. ai we dont even need to
get all thetribes together to fight this battle. But you know the sotry. they sent

their men agansit a small insignificat town and was routted and the greatest sucess

=

of their lives.ltha-degtruyction of jerico was toiioxed by faLLurQ,’gI really beieve

o g T et

the devil getts more christians frustrated and disgruntged over the small battles

of live., 0808¥323200B889829280988H889 for its not the jérichos that give us the

most trouble its the aits.

Listen the greatest success oi ife just might be followed by an ai and we

nead to ha »a-a..
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The scriptu e says and they came to(ﬁari;)where the water was bitter. TNOw

as we look at life and underslaand it we know life istn fair at all, " 7foo many

times life is cruel and rut biesg mingled with both the sweet and bitter waters of

life.( Pick up your newspager and your well find the bitterness of life embeded
;n.@;scouragmeng and |[deprivity)in socitcey. ) But then locok alos in the cehruch pew

and you will discover the airs have taken their toll among xian people. _

water which was

ont &ime cool and refeshing and sweet auddﬁéig becamne

7&) éﬁ)

bitter and repulsive. 1t mapbe a hroken.marziage, a bebellions son, a depleted
_‘-__—-ﬂ--_ e —

kel éga%fi:fﬁiifl:ffﬁiﬁiﬁﬁiﬁ whae eUSishearsweipee a8 what i'm saying is that
: e~
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often lead us to the wakers of Maria just after a great experience. 1553

ro ed xhem. {

\ ;l’ll
those words at the Red sea experience. Its 988 not the times of success that real’

test our fiber and c¢pur « e only one that was proved at the Red sea was
: s tafat
Gods faithfulness (’ILS at maria’that we become 1nvolved in the testing periods of

S p— ey e —
lives -

think abt that statemtn and the more I did the more I realize its true, e

wa

types of mircles in egypt and still the people lacked faith. esuch % demonstrated
[ the pwr of God with his prw to heal and trasform lives and still the peple rejected

him, od is sBtill working his trasmforing theroptic cleasing pwr in the 20 th c

and there are still people who reject him. TMrrcles just dont produce great faith

&




W/ Many of the greatest lessons in life can be learned whikle

in the valley of the shadows. (No one can truely know God intimately until trouble

related wrk too
personally and they get all puffe its all due to fhe fact that we think
were ®@gry important ou know the sun hast to set on us or god cant stand theday

off. ut the&st essential thing to do abt this situation is to simpoly take

gt te the Lord.s Notice in¢verse 25 Mosesjcried unto the Lord..[Wow thered are

thoes that simply complain, other¥ remain but ere are thoes that cry unto the Lor
for guidencey Moses cried unto the Lord and look what hapened. (red scripture)

YR\

Moses came to the lord and then God showedhim atree and when moses put that tree

into the water the waters were made sweet... @ﬂﬁ%“){ -
LY
listen I know some of your are going to be in olved in some(’&*" Lence
but our pattern is to cry jpnto the Lord and some how some way God will make that
bitter experence wsweet. NO ease Botice God didnt have to creatue a tree the

&
tree was all ready there. "=t out of the s:.tuatlon moses was able to see 2 better

way Mw Lh us-and thro glﬁbltter GW

unto the Lord we are made to see more clearly éweeter experience)in life.
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and she chatted all the way

I walked a mile with laughter
[ but i was never the wiser with what laughter had to say

I walked a mile with sorrow
and she never said a word, &ut Oh, my the things that I learned!?®

Then J.:Lnal.Ly loook with me very quickly in closeing at thefresults of crying

i unto the Lord flound in \

Then they came to elam were there were 12 wells of water thats one for each

tribe and 70 palms one for every elder and they encamped there.. at ope moment
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they had nd water then they arrived maria where the water was bitte£§&ME notice
they didnt stay at maria they left arrried(in Elan] where there was an abudance
L

of water. Dhe you know how far elea is fsrom Maria@.... 5 miles @dast 5 miles
] 2

‘Here thgy are at Mariaxin(;espeaQSand defeatedland just 5 miles dewn the road

are 12 wells of water. @h, man xian people need to understand that trouble is

going to come but dont hang it all up for just 5 miles down the road is
GFU{ L,(f- T et i—w.,\_, &l - ov ! pAlats fop (-q-.f\.
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How sadd it would be if wllen we meet jesus christi and he details our accon-
plishments bBut says you stopped you gave up...you deserted the wrk just 5 miles

from fullness..jMListen christian brother sister when these experience come dont

give up on God g&nd_eleam it may be jsut 5 miles down the road 2add3y8uli’fasaB8obygos

s
for if you remain in your present condition you will dry up spritually.

So lthe anwere to these problems isnt simple but the solution is i?pnd in

J ;

our willingness to keep on praying, worshipping, obeying, singin, titheing and

witnessing. Yod didnt bring elam to Isreal they went to it...

L/1E your eazr‘ig;&éz and that love for God isnt as strong as it once was you

need to find el this S SeTA er are some xXans that just came on sunday moring
and I belive if§ a ns rally tristy he is going to get as close to the water faount
ian as possible dont\you... What if those same indifiduals deciede to be as faith
ful to theri secular \¢P
AL gl 300 : .
ot d priey forers B 3 60l Vo A T) fiy rcacimechions

M-W%M&W"?MW““

s as they are to the chruch...
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