
"Text: 2 Kings 7 Ii - If)
Su~ject: ~7a~7wiI17a~f7 We do not well not to tell

i1 ~ck J (.;JlA.,] l~ Je I- t
At the time of our text Benhaddad was the king of Syria. This king had

lead an attack force upon the Samaritain city which was occupied by jewish

pe0ple at tpis time.~ He devised a tactic that would allow him to oonqure

the city without shedding any of his soliders bmmod. He1s tactic was to so

surrond the citySthat nobody could get in or out and foar enough away for

the cities wall as to prevent any archer from shooting an arrow an stricking

any of his sOliders~ This tactic was so successful that the blockade pre-

vented food from getting into the citY.~iS tactic was d~~i~n~d to slowly

starve the people ;11t-O S11'hmi~~0:o..t -

It was a tactic that worked so well that during the seise Benhadad simple

allowed his soliders to lounage around in camp with only one commandl dont
.-=-

let anyone pass by wiLli any tood. The soliders followed those orders well

for the depths of starva

.

tionwas greatall oversamaria.~wn t~ .

the

(6; J.61-3/~ ~
people became so destituteLthat they""""hal; . (Mothedr re ri~~:e~_)
to have actually killed their children to maintain thei~ervival. ~d )
was so scaree in Samaria that even~t~~ad of a donke~l~ed upon as

defiling and unclean to the Jew wazs worth its weight in silver.

J. ~ ~ - J () ~ow its agaJilist

thing we notice is the

W~ t-~kA~r texs~ The first

'In ancient times lepers were

[

required to live outside the city gate, consiq uently around every villiage

or city there grew up lepers camps outside the city walls.t Once the diseas~

.~s discovered, the parson was banished f~o He could not remain

with in the city gates. So §ust outside the city ~alls of Samaria we find-

4 distitute inidividuals with this dread malidv./ They had made there residencE

outside Samaria and were in what we might say was between az rock and a hard

piace~ for on one hand they could not enter the city gates of Smaria because

they had leparocy and they knew they would be shoo t on site by the centurees
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and yet they could not escape for just outside their camp was the Syrian

Army.. The 'ndsmen and friends in side the city who

normally came out to throw food in thier direction had no food themselves.

too

(j)

No food was coming from either side.

~
many choices. When they narrowed

)

~ ~ tay where they wer

T ers apparently did not have

down their choices the~faced only two)

o dA~rh. or thev COUld dO ~-
&~~

Therelcti~1 was bold
but they really didnt have anything to lose.

These lepers were

some form of ~ction)
death ;ust outside th

convincted that their way of servival was through

They were not going to remain there and starve too

walls.~u know there is a eeal sense that this

th century chrucht. ~For the church is in thestor is a parable of t

same position as these a lepers. We dont have many options. we dont have too

many choices left. Our choices are limited. ~~~remain as a church in a static

. To

fail to try and meet spiritualneeds in this community~m. ~_ meazns

that we will become apthripedand dry up rite.we are. The only po~ible

chice facing the chu the lines of action...

Like those le to lose for after all this world is

our home./ and if we~ re afarid that we are going to lose what the world

to offer this proves our sympathies dent lie with chirst.. For our Lord

rerninedus that we are a pilgram people and~ not:t:oqput OU~ TOQtS[ has

too deep in this live that we want be wi . Our home is

somwwhere else so we have

~our dilema asa churc!:is

or will die.~
We've not only a story to tell to the aation,

very little to lose because of

ether_trangeliS~ or ~tensio;;;

avgressi~e action.

We'll either do it
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but also a pardon to deliever for the saviour to the nations

We've a pardon to give to the nations, wheich was purchased at

infinite cost, A pardon as yet undelievered,
Which leaves them eternally lost and eaases a church to dry pp on the v

Wile.

7W&7ii7ia7iaaiviaail7 ~ will either began to take christ serriousl

or will starve to death rith re. to do ,eath.

The greatest adventure in life is to lanch out in life with an aggressive

evanglistic message but its our only option that faces us.~ell never under-

stand the abundant life in jesus christ if it remains hidden in us.~e'll

never get the most out of life if we dont share the most of life with others.

1be gospel of jesus christ begins wit~o~nd ends With~OW~.. Low I

!,i~ome m]ic~y. The only ready to be ready for the low is to be a faith-

ful servant founded in going. If we take serriously jesus command to go int

all the world to spread his gospel then will be ready for the Lows khen it

comes. We can stand in front of him and look him in the eye and say, "Lord

I tar ied", aJ:ld thats the least 1iIl1Yof us can

/ J;-h - d \
. Thses lepers were forced with a dilima but lets look atl:~eir diSCOV~rJS_:J
)(There was not much change of servival if they had chosen to enter Samaria.

There was no food in the city and if they made it through the gates of the

city they would become one of the starving destitute citizens of SArnariaQ

~They also knew they could turn and go toward the Syrain Army where there was

food, yet they understood there waslpossible death}ther also. They knew the

soliders woudl propably kill them, but they also knew there was food in the

Syrain campQ ,~ f~IL~
So they waited until ~rK probalbly feeling they had a better chance of

passing the soliders on watch. When the 4 lepers reached the Syrain encamp-

ment there was uttersilence. ar and tremblina that they

crept into the
there fears changed into utt:,::.r am.~~~




